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Dear Gilian  
 
Re Duty to Cooperate discussions between Tunbridge Wells Borough Council and 

Ashford Borough Council: formal requests to accommodate development needs from 

Tunbridge Wells.   

I refer to recent discussions held between our two Authorities under the Duty to Cooperate 

(DtC).  These discussions have been positive and pragmatic.  The following communication 

is set out in formal, and at times rather direct, language, and I would like to make it clear that 

this is due to the fact that such matters are of integral importance to the formation of the 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Local Plan, and have been expressed as such so there is no 

ambiguity at a later date – for example at the Examination of the Local Plan.  I look forward 

to continuing future DtC discussions in the same vein as before.    

As explained in our most recent meetings, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council (TWBC) 

undertook Regulation 18 consultation on its Draft Local Plan (DLP) in Autumn 2019.  The 

borough of TW is highly constrained, with approximately 70% of the Borough within the High 

Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), 22% in the Green Belt, and with other 

areas falling within Flood Zones 2 and 3, together with infrastructural constraints.   

The strategy for development as set out in the DLP:  

- sought firstly to maximise the development potential of each site considered as 

suitable for sustainable development in locations outside of the AONB and Green 

Belt (particularly previously developed land in the built up areas of the borough);  

 

- following an assessment of the development potential of smaller (not ‘major’) sites 

located within the AONB, undertook further consideration of the development 

potential of major development sites in the AONB, following the requirements of para 

172 of the NPPF, and of potential sites in the Green Belt taking account of the 

requirements of paras 136 and 137 of the NPPF;  










