
  

 

Examination of the Tunbridge Wells 

Borough Local Plan 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 

Note Requested by the Inspector 

 

Document Reference: TWLP/150 

Date: September 2024  

   
 

Local Plan Examination Note for 
Inspector in response to Action Points 27 
and 29 regarding written statements from 

KCC Highways on Policy AL/RTW 19 
Land to the north of Hawkenbury 

Recreation Ground, Royal Tunbridge 
Wells and Policy AL/HA 8 Site at Limes 

Grove (March's Field), Hawkhurst 



 

 

 

Page  

2 of 10 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 

Local Plan Examination Note for Inspector in response to Action Points 27 and 

29 regarding written statements from KCC Highways on Policy AL/RTW 19 and 

Policy AL/HA 8 

Date of publication – September 2024 

 

Contents 
1.0 Introduction .................................................................................................................... 3 

2.0 Action Point 27 – written statement from KCC Highways on Policy AL/RTW 19 - Land 

to the north of Hawkenbury Recreation Ground ....................................................................... 3 

3.0 Action Point 29 – written statement from KCC Highways on Policy AL/HA 8 - Site at 

Limes Grove (March's Field) .................................................................................................... 5 

Appendix 1 – KCC Highways statement on Policy AL/RTW 19 - Land to the north of 

Hawkenbury Recreation Ground .............................................................................................. 8 

Appendix 2 – KCC Highways statement on Policy AL/HA 8 - Site at Limes Grove (March's 

Field)  ....................................................................................................................................... 9 

 

 



 

 

 

Page  

3 of 10 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 

Local Plan Examination Note for Inspector in response to Action Points 27 and 

29 regarding written statements from KCC Highways on Policy AL/RTW 19 and 

Policy AL/HA 8 

Date of publication – September 2024 

 

1.0 Introduction 
1.1 During the Stage 3 Hearing Sessions on the Tunbridge Wells Borough Local Plan, the 

Inspector asked the Council to prepare a number of notes on ‘Action Points’, essentially 

to clarify certain matters that were discussed. This note relates to Action Points 27 and 

29 both of which relate to the position of KCC Highways on two site allocations within 

the SLP. Written statements were requested and received from KCC Highways on the 

two site allocations. 

1.2 The first site allocation in question is Policy AL/RTW 19 Land to the north of 

Hawkenbury Recreation Ground, Royal Tunbridge Wells which forms Action Point 27 

discussed in section 2 of this document. The second site allocation is Policy AL/HA 8 – 

Site at Limes Grove (March's Field), Hawkhurst which forms Action Point 29 discussed 

in section 3 of this document. 

 

2.0 Action Point 27 – written 

statement from KCC Highways 

on Policy AL/RTW 19 - Land to 

the north of Hawkenbury 

Recreation Ground 
2.1 Matter 2: The Strategy for Royal Tunbridge Wells and Southborough, Issue 3: 

Hawkenbury Recreation Ground, Royal Tunbridge Wells – Policy AL/RTW 19 of the 

hearing programme was discussed as part of the 18 June 2024 hearing session. The 

discussion covered the access and parking aspects of the proposals for the site. 

2.2 This was largely in relation to the information provided on access and road widening, 

and parking requirements through the earlier Stage 2 document TWLP/092 (Action 

Point 13: part 1, part 2, part 3) following the hearing session on 21 June 2022. The 

Council’s Hearing Statement TWLP/121 discusses this information in response to the 

https://tunbridgewells.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/888353
https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/430068/Action-Point-13-Policy-AL-RTW19-Land-north-of-Hawkenbury-Rec_Part1.pdf
https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0014/430070/Action-Point-13-Policy-AL-RTW19-Land-north-of-Hawkenbury-Rec_Part2.pdf
https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/430072/Action-Point-13-Policy-AL-RTW19-Land-north-of-Hawkenbury-Rec_Part3.pdf
https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/471942/TWLP_121-Matter-2-Issue-3-Hawkenbury-Recreation-Ground-AL-RTW19.pdf
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Inspector’s question ‘Does the additional information in Examination Document 

TWLP_092 demonstrate that a safe and suitable access can be achieved for all users 

and that sufficient on and off-site car parking can be provided to serve the 

development?’ 

2.3 As part of the discussion at the Stage 3, 18 June 2024 hearing session, the Inspector 

noted it would be helpful for KCC Highways to confirm that the land use, type and scale 

of the overall development was considered when assessing the suitability for the road 

width. Accordingly, the Inspector asked for a written statement to confirm this along with 

whether KCC Highways is satisfied the impact on the local highway network can be 

mitigated and with the amended policy as set out in the Council’s Hearing Statement 

TWLP/121. 

2.4 In response to this request, comments were received from KCC Highways in July and 

September 2024. These are included at Appendix 1 of this Action Note. 

2.5 To summarise, the comments demonstrate KCC Highways is satisfied with the policy as 

amended in the Council’s Hearing Statement TWLP/121 and that KCC Highways have 

considered the land use, type and scale of the overall development when considering 

the suitability for the road width. An amended plan has been provided and agreed with 

KCC, to demonstrate that the appropriate width can be achieved to access the site 

(6.2m rather than the 6m previously provided within Action Point 13: part 1, part 2, part 

3). The comments from KCC also note information which would be required to support a 

planning application, all of which are required by policy AL/RTW 19 as proposed to be 

amended as set out below. 

2.6 Firstly, KCC Highways state the need for a full Transport Assessment, which is required 

by policy criterion 3 of AL/RTW 19. The transport assessment would be based on where 

Tunbridge Wells Football Club (TWFC) are in the football league pyramid at the time of 

the planning application to build the stadium. Therefore, suitable trigger points for 

requiring a new Transport Assessment, as noted in KCC Highways comments, would 

be decided through the development management process at this stage. 

https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/471942/TWLP_121-Matter-2-Issue-3-Hawkenbury-Recreation-Ground-AL-RTW19.pdf
https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/471942/TWLP_121-Matter-2-Issue-3-Hawkenbury-Recreation-Ground-AL-RTW19.pdf
https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/471942/TWLP_121-Matter-2-Issue-3-Hawkenbury-Recreation-Ground-AL-RTW19.pdf
https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/430068/Action-Point-13-Policy-AL-RTW19-Land-north-of-Hawkenbury-Rec_Part1.pdf
https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0014/430070/Action-Point-13-Policy-AL-RTW19-Land-north-of-Hawkenbury-Rec_Part2.pdf
https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/430072/Action-Point-13-Policy-AL-RTW19-Land-north-of-Hawkenbury-Rec_Part3.pdf
https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/430072/Action-Point-13-Policy-AL-RTW19-Land-north-of-Hawkenbury-Rec_Part3.pdf
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2.7 Additionally, the need for a Travel Plan and a Traffic/Event and Parking Management 

Plan is noted. The amended policy AL/RTW 19 requires these through criterion 4 along 

with the requirement to promote sustainable modes of transport. 

2.8 As such it is considered that the site allocation policy as amended is appropriate for this 

plan-making stage and KCC Highways have confirmed that they are content with this 

approach. 

3.0 Action Point 29 – written 

statement from KCC Highways 

on Policy AL/HA 8 - Site at Limes 

Grove (March's Field) 
3.1 Policy AL/HA 8 is proposed to be deleted from the Local Plan through the revised 

development strategy set out in the Local Plan Development Strategy Topic Paper 

Addendum [PS_054]. This is in response to the highways concerns raised by the 

Inspector in his Initial Findings Letter [ID-012]. Following receipt of the Initial Findings 

Letter, the Council engaged with KCC Highways and set out three options for 

development on the site for KCC Highways to consider and advise on. 

3.2 These options along with the response and subsequent proposed changes to the Local 

Plan were discussed in the Council’s Hearing Statement TWLP/129. The response from 

KCC Highways is attached at appendix 2 of TWLP/129. In summary, KCC Highways 

stated intensification of the site would not be supported, and thus none of the three 

options would be supported as an allocation in the Local Plan. Therefore, the allocation 

was proposed to be deleted from the Local Plan.  

3.3 This change was consulted on as part of the consultation on the Council’s Response to 

the Inspector’s Initial Findings. One of the representations received was from the agent 

promoting the site (representation PIFC_116 Kember Loudon Williams obo Kent 

Woodware Ltd). The representation included the consultation response form along with 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/forms.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/455132/PS_054-Development-Strategy-Topic-Paper-Addendum.pdf
https://forms.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/434392/ID-012-Inspectors-Initial-Findings.pdf
https://tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/471966/2a3daa971b3068269ec6fc4e2057cbc1964b2b5a.pdf
https://forms.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/468364/PIFC_116-Kember-Loudon-Williams-obo-Kent-Woodware-Ltd-response-form.pdf
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a supporting technical note on highways matters produced by ADL Traffic & Highways 

on behalf of the site promoter. 

3.4 This proposed deletion of the allocation was discussed under Matter 5: The Strategy for 

Hawkhurst, Issue 2: March’s Field, Limes Grove, Gill’s Green – Policy AL/HA 8 as part 

of the 20 June 2024 hearing session. In light of the technical note submitted by the site 

promoter, the Inspector requested KCC Highways confirm its view on whether the site is 

either A) justified as an allocation, or B) it is not justified and the reasons why. 

3.5 A response has been received from KCC Highways on 01 July 2024 and is included 

within Appendix 2 of this Action Note. 

3.6 In summary, KCC Highways state the technical note prepared by the agent promoting 

the site, does not resolve the highways concerns on intensification of the site, and 

therefore, KCC Highways continue to support the removal of the allocation from the 

Local Plan on highways grounds. 

  

https://forms.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/468365/PIFC_116-Kember-Loudon-Williams-obo-Kent-Woodware-Ltd-supporting-document.pdf
https://tunbridgewells.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/888354
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Appendix 1 – KCC Highways 

statement on Policy AL/RTW 19 - 

Land to the north of Hawkenbury 

Recreation Ground 
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Appendix 2 – KCC Highways 

statement on Policy AL/HA 8 - Site at 

Limes Grove (March's Field) 
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