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With respect to the Ashdown Forest Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Special 
Protection Area (SPA), it is noted that advice has been sought from your appointed 
consultants AECOM in respect of any impacts of the Council’s Response to Inspector’s 
Initial Findings on the Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) accompanying the 
Tunbridge Wells Borough Pre-Submission Local Plan, and whether the change will have 
any effect on recreational pressure on Ashdown Forest. With regard to air quality impacts, 
the deletion of Tudeley Village would have a neutral impact (and may even have a slightly 
positive impact). The proposed changes in Hawkhurst, given its location relative to 
Ashdown Forest (and the distance between Hawkhurst and Ashdown Forest) that an 
increase of 70 dwellings would not materially alter projected traffic flows through the SAC. 
In terms of the approach to Paddock Wood parish being to reduce the numbers from up 
to 3,590 to c. 2,650, which would reduce any air quality impact from what was assessed 
in the Local Plan HRA, so that would also not have a negative effect on their assessment. 
Therefore, they indicate that the changes to the Local Plan would not adversely affect the 
conclusions reached for the Pre-Submission HRA. Both local authorities will continue to 
work as part of the Ashdown Forest working group for air quality and the Strategic Access 
Management and Monitoring Strategy (SAMMS) partnership to address visitor pressure in 
order to secure a common understanding and agreement on effects, mitigation and 
monitoring and where possible to agree and cost share future studies or surveys.     
 
With respect to legal compliance and specifically duty to cooperate matters, Wealden 
District Council and Tunbridge Wells Borough Council have signed a Statement of 
Common Ground (SoCG) in March 2021. The overall aim of the SoCG between the two 
parties is to demonstrate that ongoing and appropriate engagement and co-ordination is 
taking place between the parties that includes planning for identified cross-boundary 
strategic planning issues that exist and/or likely to arise resulting from the emerging 
Tunbridge Wells Borough Pre-Submission Local Plan that has now been published for its 
representation stage under regulation 19 of the Town and Country Planning (Local 
Planning) Regulations 2012 (as amended). This was agreed by Wealden District 
Council’s Portfolio Holder for Planning and Development on 12th March 2021. 
 
The SoCG confirms that effective cooperation is taking place between the parties in 
relation to matters that includes development on the administrative boundary between the 
two local planning authorities, housing provision, economic development, cross boundary 
infrastructure issues and matters relating to the natural environment, including the 
Ashdown Forest Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection Area (SPA). 
We will look to review and update this SoCG as the Wealden Local Plan progresses 
through the statutory processes. In any event, we continually remain of the view that 
effective cooperation continues to take place between both authorities.  
 
It is considered that TWBCs response to Inspector’s Initial Findings does not raise or 
open up any new cross-boundary strategic issues in relation to matters identified above 
and therefore the Council is satisfied that the legal requirements of the duty to cooperate 
have been met with respect to Wealden District Council. 

 
 










