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Date: 26 February 2024 
Our ref:  463641 
Your ref: - 
  

 
Planning Policy, 
Planning Services, 
Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Royal Tunbridge Wells 
Kent 
TN1 1RS 
 
By email only, no hard copy to follow 
localplan@tunbridgewells.gov.uk 
 

 
 Customer Services 
 Hornbeam House 
 Crewe Business Park 
 Electra Way 
 Crewe 
 Cheshire 
 CW1 6GJ 
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Dear Sir or Madam 
 
Proposed Changes to the Tunbridge Wells Borough Local Plan (2020 - 2038): Response to 
Examination Inspector’s Initial Findings, Received November 2022 and Supporting 
Documents, including Sustainability Appraisal 
 
Thank you for seeking Natural England’s advice on the Council’s response to the Examination 
Inspector’s initial findings on the Tunbridge Wells Local Plan 2020-2038 
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the 
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future 
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.    
 
Natural England is pleased to provide our advice on the Council’s response to the Inspector’s 
findings appended to this letter using the pro-forma provided as part of the consultation.  Whilst 
partly outside the scope of this consultation, our previous advice on the Local Plan in relation to 
major development within the High Weald National Landscape remains.   
 
Notwithstanding our ongoing concerns in relation to the allocations proposed within the High Weald 
National Landscape, Section 245 (Protected Landscapes) of the Levelling Up and Regeneration Act 
2023 places a duty on relevant authorities in exercising or performing any functions in relation to, or 
so as to affect, land in a National Park, the Broads or an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(‘National Landscape’) in England, to seek to further the statutory purposes of the area. The duty 
applies to local planning authorities and other decision makers in making planning decisions on 
development and infrastructure proposals, as well as to other public bodies and statutory 
undertakers and is relevant to the Local Plan making process.   
 
It is anticipated that the government will provide guidance on how the duty should be applied in due 
course. In the meantime, and without prejudicing that guidance, Natural England advises that:  

• The duty to ‘seek to further’ is an active duty, not a passive one. Any relevant authority must 
take all reasonable steps to explore how the statutory purposes of the protected landscape 
(A National Park, the Broads, or an AONB) can be furthered; 

• The new duty underlines the importance of avoiding harm to the statutory purposes of 
protected landscapes but also to seek to further the conservation and enhancement of a 
protected landscape. That goes beyond mitigation and like for like measures and 
replacement. A relevant authority must be able to demonstrate with reasoned evidence what 
measures can be taken to further the statutory purpose. If it is not practicable or feasible to 
take those measures the relevant authority should provide evidence to show why it is not 
practicable or feasible. 

• The proposed measures to further the statutory purposes of a protected landscape, should 
explore what is possible in addition to avoiding and mitigating the effects of the development, 
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and should be appropriate, proportionate to the type and scale of the development and its 
implications for the area and effectively secured. Natural England’s view is that the proposed 
measures should align with and help to deliver the aims and objectives of the designated 
landscape’s statutory management plan.  The relevant protected landscape team/body 
should be consulted. 

 
I trust our comments in relation to this consultation are helpful, for any queries in relation to this 
letter please contact me by email to sean.  or be telephone on  

. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Sean Hanna 
Senior Adviser 
Sussex and Kent Area Team 
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the national Green Infrastructure Framework1 
 
Reason: As the parcels subject to this Policy will come forward via separate applications and 
masterplans, to ensure that the landscaping and green and blue infrastructure delivers a coherent 
and integrated approach across the landscape, we consider it important for each proposal and 
masterplan to complement the neighbouring plots.  The national Green Infrastructure Framework 
sets the standards which developments should meet so we feel it is appropriate for this to be 
reference within the policy for a strategic allocation. 
 
Strategic infrastructure 
 
d. Transport links and associated transport and highway improvements and the provision of new 
transport and highway infrastructure is provided when it is needed to support the development 
and mitigate potential off-site highway and other transport impacts.  The location and design of 
any transport links will ensure that landscape and visual impacts to the High Weald National 
Landscape and its setting are avoided or fully mitigated. 
 
Reason: Given the location of some of the highway improvements required for this allocation (for 
example the Colts Hill bypass) significant impacts to the High Weald National Landscape are 
likely to result.  The updated evidence base document ‘Red, Amber, Green (RAG) Assessment, 
Landscape & Visual – Colts Hill Bypass’ prepared by Stantec highlights that impacts to the setting 
of the High Weald National Landscape are likely to result and assess these as ‘Amber’.   
The Stantec report defines ‘Amber’ ratings as ‘Without additional evidence, this concern would 
pose a risk to the progression of the Local Plan Examination. Stantec believe it is likely that the 
concern can be overcome but it is highly likely that additional evidence would need to be 
submitted to the Inspector and this may cause some delay and result in additional cost’.   Given 
these concerns, our advice is that the Policy wording should be strengthened to ensure that 
impacts are avoided or fully mitigated as required by the NPPF. 
 
Policy SS/STR 1(C) South Eastern Parcel Requirements 
viii Shall demonstrate particular regard for the setting of the Shall be sensitively designed to 
ensure that impacts to the High Weald National Landscape AONB are avoided or fully mitigated 
and should be in accordance with the High Weald National Landscape Management Plan and 
Setting Study. 
 
Reason: to ensure that the design avoids or fully mitigates the impacts to the National Landscape 
strengthening the Policy wording to ensure that this is achieved and to more closely align the 
policy wording with the requirements of the NPPF. 
 
Policy SS/STR 1(D) – North Eastern Parcel Requirements 
ix. Shall demonstrate particular regard for the setting of the Shall be sensitively designed to 
ensure that impacts to the High Weald National Landscape AONB are avoided or fully mitigated 
and should be in accordance with the High Weald National Landscape Management Plan and 
Setting Study. 
 
Reason: to ensure that the design avoids or fully mitigates the impacts to the National Landscape 
strengthening the Policy wording to ensure that this is achieved and to more closely align the 
policy wording with the requirements of the NPPF. 
 

 
 

 
1 https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/Home.aspx 
















